, After an eventful trip to the Western Front a‘brave troop of Year 9s have recently returned to Blighty.
4 7 VA ‘? During an epicthree day tour of the battlefields, encountering unexploded ordinance and surveying

Podlof Peace -

the memorials to the lost, our heroic band learnt first hand how our brave soldiers of the Great War
fought to protect Belgium and France..Our first day, after much travelling, included a trip to the
infamous Pool of Peace near Ypres and a reconstructed section of German trenches once occupied by
young Adolf Hitler. During a brief even ing& leave we teachers were shown how to bowl at a nearby
alley by several excellent players including Kit Goldman who received a ceremonial trophy for his
Skl||S Our'second day on the front line was occup|ed at the IlttIe known p :

the logistics of trench warfare. After visiting another set of British trenches,
preserved adleft after the war, we used our evening to attend the poignant
Menin Gate memorial service in the centre of Ypresas the Last Bst played.
After packing up our gear early on Wednesday morning we made the quick
move south to the site of the infamous Somme battle of 1916. One plucky
volunteer, Harry Saville, was kitted out in the uniform of the period whilst
we were expertly. guided around the original trencheswhere the battle began. We also visited the
dte of major Canadian losses and theThiepval memorial recording the names of some 70,000
missing soldiers After a final stop to visit the Lochnagershell crater we began the long haul southfor
some well earned extended leave.That leave camein the form of a seven hour mammoth assault o
the Disneyland rides throughout a warm day four. No ride was too scary and thankfully no queue
was too long-so fun was had by all. That evening was spentsomewhat energetically as Mr. Farmer
held the longest football match in history, running well into the dark & I heard the girls just sneaked
the win! Finally our exhausted travellers made onelast push andtook in the delights of a sunny Parig
on day five; including the Eiffel Tower and Stade deFrance. Sixplucky pupils even shunned the
Parisian shoppingexperience to tour the Tuileries Gardensoutside the Louvre with some basking
teachers.Day six sawweary wanderers returning hom e
remembered to bring chocolates back from Belgium The trip was enjoyable and so was the
company of our young travellerswho were a credit both to the school and themselves.

t o . aweleoene d@&SEecially those who
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FFANTASTICAUTHOR VISIT

To coincide with Readathonweek
and World Book Day (more info on
the next page) we were extremely
privileged on March 61" to have
wonderful local author , Jasper
Fforde, visit Fairfield and lead a talk
i for Year 9. Jasper was entertaining
and inspirational, and the group

0 T ameThree thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
Litle Pig#  d 0 Not only that, but his books now
youKnow oW paye a waiting list in the library!

long it would )
take to heat a por OUI sincere thanks to Jasper for

of water that making the time in his busy schedule
s/ ze ? Thaocome to Fairfield, and to Mrs. S.
Se;fd'?@”?f’f Dyer for helping to make the visit

t at os

premeditated happen.

U der 5 Watchashortv i de o

Japer Fforde

clip
talk on the school website.

YEAR 3 & 4 DANCE FESTIVAL
At the end of last term pupils fro m Michaelchurch Escley, Clifford
and Longtown schools travelled to Fairfield to take part in a Year
3/4 dance festival. In preparation for the festival, Year 10 Sports
spent time learning and rehearsing the motif they were going to
teach the primary children. The festival kicked off with a
performance by Louis Provis in which he performed contemporary
and break dance. The pupils were then led
through a rigorous-but-fun dance warm up,
which was designed and led byBonny
Herington and Ruby Burniston. The leaders
spent an hour working with small groups of
children, teachingthem a simple break dance
motif which had been choreographed by Loms
The festival culminated with each group
performing the motif and a few attempts to
get everyone performing it in unison as a final

Top: the group waiting for their students |
Right: performing in unison ‘




LIBRARY
Readathon & World Book Day

This yearwe decided to do something extra for Readathon our

annual fundraiser in aid of The Roald Dahl Foundation and CLIC
cancer ¢
sponsor e
of activity in the form of a diverse and exciting shop. We had custom
bookmarks for sale, together with our Bookworm library magazine
createdby Year 7s. Pupils could enter our quiz or wordsearch

two chil drenos
the Year 7s 0

Sargent ,
Further to

NESTLEBOX TOPS FOR BOOKS
Thank you to all who have contributed to the Nestlé
Box Tops for Books scheme. Our final total was a
wonderful 451 tokens & enough for 12 really great
books which will be in the library by the Summer.
The house competition heated up when Dore added a
massive amount of tokens in one week
Final scores were: 3" Escley with 60 tokens

2nrd Monnow with 141 tokens

competitions, for which the first correct entries drawn won prizes.

Free activities included
successful book swap shop.

Our stalls raised a wonderful £38.50 in
10p-20p denominations, on top of which
Year 7 have raisedin excess of £600!

Our huge thanks go to everyone who
participated and we are very much looking
forward to next year when Readahon will

be even bigger and better!

t he
(winners and runners-up are on display in the library) and a supremely

Adrian, Liam, Jake, lona and Richard having great fun!

P.E.8 CROSS COUNTRY
It has been a hugely successful year for cross country at
Fairfield, with the girls especially producing some
outstanding results.In the Brecon AC Inter Schools Cross
Country League o0 u mishedimsecomd
place. Special mention to Olivia Hale in Year 7, who
won all four races in the season, even winning one with
a broken arm (plastered from hand to elbow)! The
other members of this team were: Nina Collins, Katie
Harman, lona Prosser, Meg Loyd, Charlotte Lloyd and
Robyn Collins. We also had individual success in the
intermediate girls with Naomi Prosser finishingin
second place for the seasonlin the Herefordshire
Schools Cross Country Championships there was more
success for Olivia who won the Year 7 race and Naomi
who finished third in the
mention to Emily Harding and Chris Rooney who, both
having finished in the top 16, qualified to represent the
county. Unfortunately, the planned event was washed
out and they were denied the chance to run for the
county. On 21st March, Naomi Prosser became the first
ever pupil from Fairfield to run in the All England
School sd Cha
fantastic achievement by
Naomi and reward for her |
hard work. We are now
hoping Olivia will be
inspired to follow in her
footsteps.

o6r e

EASTER TERM TEXTILES TRIUMPH!
Years 7 and 9 have been hard at work this term
creating some fantastic bags in theitextile lessons.
Humpty Dumpty s, Incy Wincy Spiders/and Little Bo
Beeps adarn the walls of the school,\alongside
practical. fishing, ‘shopping and laptop bags that rival
Accessorize! Ongoing projects now include bread
making, sauces and basic food-skills. Be prepared
for more delicious produce in the next few weeks!

AN EPHEMERAL WEEK

by Pili Gimenez Almale, a visiting Spanish student
Right now I dm packing my suitc
short and amazing week,; and it
how | can start and how to do it because | feel that what | really
want to keep with me candt ent
push. This is because what I really need to pack are lots of places,
people and fantastic moments | have lived in this beautiful
country and that | feel | will lose them if | go, but, do | have a
choice?
Read more of
school

Pilidés thoughts o
be//eve me, [t

websiteé

Top: fiesta en clased party in
the classroom!

Left: Spanish exchange students
working with Year 8s

ARTS AWARD
Stop, Press! The Arts Award moderator has confirmed
that all pupils 6 twelve Bronze and two Silver 8 have
achieved their qualifications.
They have given up their own time to
pursue theirinterest in the Arts and
fully deserve the recognition the Arts
Award provides. Their portfolios are
works of art in themselves and we ae
very proud of this dedicated bunch of
young people.

sa, Georgla and Nao

GEOGRAPHY
Year 7 pupils have been busy studying farming and related
industries. One challenge set during this topic was.to design and
produce a board game based on farming. The pupils played the
different board games and assessed them. Comments ranged from
6britlél,i &@f un to playd, ,overy/ ea
6t he g@ame ®ndsao!
We also visited the industrial site in the village to assessif.it would
be a suitable site for a crisp &ctory.

Year 8 have been invest.i
billionaire sand the impactth ey [ hawv'e on

gating
t-rhhe wo

Year9 pupils have been concentrating on Fairtrade and-the
benefits for the growers and producers, enabling them to have a
decent standard of living.




ART DEPARTMENT
The Year 9 pupils who attended the Spring School at
Hereford College of Art enjo yed their two days and
produced some very inspiring work. There will, of
course be a Summer School in Juneand any pupils in
Years 9 or 10with a keen interest in the Arts are
welcome to attend.
We are going to exhibit a small collection of art work ,
produced by Upper School pupils at The Global Café in
the Art College after Easter. The exhibition will be open

ENGLISH
Year 9 had the wonderful opportunity to
see Char | eeatlBExpeckaons s
last week at Hereford College of Art and
Design. Designed and performed by
students not greatly older than their
audience, the production was on this
occasion staged exclusively for our group.
It was a brilliant way of bringing the
book to life and w ill be highly valuable

for a month. to them when they study the text next
| would like to congratulate Stan Platford in Year 10 for year. Ellie Clipsonsaido 1 had ne
putting on a super exhi bi t reallyknown the plotof this story and

photography is really stunning. It was a pleasure to
attend his Private View.
Finally, | would like to take this
opportunity to wish good | uck to
Year 11 in their exams.

Kathy Francis

Head of Art

thought it was a great way to get my
head round it. The thoughts and
emotions were clear and | knew exactly
what was happening. All the students did
so well and | wish
Our pupils have also been praised by
HCAD for being 6the
the school s we ahdag
6al ways welcomed at

Some stunning images from tle Spring School

ANIMAL CARE
There are many new animals at Fairfield
in all shapes and sizes. We have three
piranhas who have caused lots of
excitement around the school and many
gambolling lambs around the grounds
who are adorable and more playful than
the kids! The bearded dragons are doing
well and there are five left in Science; the
others having been sold on. Among the
animals winging (or crawling, more like)
their way to Fairfield are corn snakesa
tarantula, a scorpion and a crab. Watch
his space formore creature news!

P.E. SCIENCE ICT

B o y eobballf Module results In the last issue of Comet we mentioned that
Top Five Sorers: Congratulations are in Year 7 had written to their idols as a project
Matt James 12 order for the outstanding in basic ICT skills. The pupils wrote a little
George Jones 11 set of results gained by about themselves and requested a signed
Henry Walsh 7 Year 11 in their GCSE photo. The response has been great, with
Tim Dimbylow 6 Science moduleexamsin photos being received from a wide range of
Jake Cleves 6 Chemistry. They celebrities from TV chef James Martin to Ben
Fraser Brymer 5 achieved a 100% pass Stiller and Keira Knightly! Some luckypeople
Overall Results for rate, with 29 achieving even got a hand-written letter from their
Fairfield: an A or A* grade and 15 idol; lona Prosser heard from Olympicgold
Played 26 pupils being awarded full medallist Becky Adlington and Katrina
Won 8 marks by the board. The Sutherlandreceived a
Drew 7 Science department is personal letter from
Lost 11 pleased that all the work David Attenborough.
Fairfield goals 62 done by pupils and staff It is exciting and
Away goals 75 alike has paid off, encouraging for the
For the full break- demonstrating that effort students and hasprovi ded
down see the P.E. is proportional to a wonderful display for
notice board. achievement. the corridor! ., , ; , 4

Becky Adllington wrote to lona




