Miss Sheppard will be spending Autumn (or the fall') in America
this year, as she is taking part in a teacher exchange programme.
She will be teaching high school students at Northbridge High
School, Massachusetts (www.nps.org) whilst her counterpart, Ms. K
DeJong, will be teaching at Fairfield. Ms. DeJong will be
accompanied by her daughter, Micaela Zidelis.

| Theexchange is a faﬁdstig opportunity for both schools to learn
about new cultures and ways'of learning; we'll be looking into setting up online projects and™
video conferencing between students 'in both schools. We're lucky to be having Ms. Dejong,
teachers are selected to participatein the Fu‘[l:!right exchange programme.

Sheppard will be keeping a blog ing her exchange. If you'd like to follow her
erican adventure, you can do so by clicRing on the link on the school website, or by
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~ COMMUNITY ARTS
f'fl"flese are a collection of images of 8
Monnow with their landscape murals
for the Broomy Hill Nursing Home.
Each small group spent six weeks
| painstakingly crafting their chosen
landscape, with themes ranging from
~ African Sunset to City by Night.
‘The murals are now displayed in the
nursing home, accompanied by a
photo album of the work in progress.
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See page 2 for Community Arts events list
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“. s> LANGUAGES
This . month, Year 7 French pupils got  thHe™ehence,. to
experience their own French breakfast! Pupils indulged in the
delights "of.croissants, brioche, pai chocolat and much
more, All this {qs washed down, with a mug of delicious hot

chocolate. The studen joye e breakfast and sampling
some trqditio‘ | frenc

MATHS
Well done to all those who took part in the UK Maths
Challenge which tested their problem-solving skills. The
following pupils  received certificates for their high
performance:
: Matthew Co grevm&ump and Vicky Miller
: Emily Lewis and AleXx Lovell
BRONZE: Luke D ucy
Jones, Charlotte ijyth
Michael Thompson.
Congratulations to you all!

lins, Amber Gjerstad, Louis
ongden, Ross Madison and

GCSE DRAMA

CARNEGIE DEBATE

On 23" June Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Parsons took nine enthusiastic
readers to Shirehall for the Carnegie Medal debate.

Before the debate, the pupils read and reviewed the seven
shortlisted books for the award which is given for an outstanding
book for young people.

On the day, they were split into multi-school groups and quizzed
on their knowledge of the books. Then followed presentations by
each of the fifteen participating schools, on one specific title each,
and a vote for Herefordshire’s winner.

Our group did very well; in fact, it was Libby Keir's team who won
the quiz — the third year in a row for Libby!

They were a pleasure to take out for the day and we hope they
will consider participating next year.

Standing from left: Alex Jones,
Libby Keir, Erin Stewart, Tom
Brisland, Isaac Florence, Sophie
Box and Lauren Milward
Fornt centre: Lydia Prosser
During their presentation on
Keith Gray’s ‘Ostrich Boys’

TIMES TOKENS

Specialist Arts Status funding has allowed us to buy in workshops
recently. Amy and Lyndsay from Non-descript Theatre Company
delivered a brilliant, fast-paced and often hilarious devising and
improvisation workshop where a feather duster or piece of rope
became a walking stick, a kitten, a hairbrush, loofah, pony and
bicycle — perhaps you had to be there!

A massive thank you goes out to everyone who has been
collecting the 7imes book tokens for us. In the second round,
which finished on July 11", you collected 475 tokens; enough
for another nine great new books for the school library.

Particular thanks also go to Mr. Walker and Mr. Farmer
who have collected an enormous amount of tokens over the

The following week saw David Durant from The Courtyard two rounds.
delivering a stage combat workshop. This was even more exciting —
particularly with the necessity of following instructions to the letter
to avoid accidents. At the end of the afternoon we showed the work 3
we had been doing; one punch looked amazingly realistic... then we 2pte o, 50 Op
realised it had been; a misjudgement. Fortunately Chris Rooney was scheme recommences and runs until Mare
none the worse for the experience.

Many thanks to both providers who supplied our pupils with lots of

transferable skills as well as giving us two afternoons of great fun.
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FOOD AND TEXTILES

Another whirlwind of a term has passed and
despite battling with builders and their drills we
have still managed to create a fantastic
collection of work in the department.

‘Crazy Creatures’ with scary features and deep
sea collages packed with vibrant recycled
materials are but a few of the magical projects
we have completed in the past weeks.

In the Food department the new GCSE group
have been hard at work trialling cakes and
biscuits, building a wealth of skills and creating
some of the most unique cake designs the
department has ever seen!

We have also been busy with the new Licence
to Cook scheme with Year 7, creating a range of
food items from fruity flapjacks to cheesy
muffins. One happy baker was heard to say
‘homemade muffins make you smile’.

Success all round!

A TRIP FOR

2009/10's YEAR 83

The Geography and Art
departments are currently
organising a residential
school trip for the current
Year 7 to go to the Eden
Project and the Tate
gallery at St lves. We will
also be looking at coastal
formations, doing beach
art and we hope to
include a trip to the
Minack Theatre. The trip
will take place on 14™-16"
of June 2010 (end of Year
8) and will cost £130. For
further information please
contact Mrs. Rodgers.
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ART NEWS

Uptake for Summer School at the Hereford College of Art has been
incredible. The numbers grow each year and the Art College are pleased
to report that the week is fully booked up by all schools in Herefordshire.
There are fifteen fantastic workshops to choose from and these include:
pots and pieces, animation, digital photography, fashion design &
illustration, jewellery making, urban art, batik & tie-dye, recycling
clothing & accessories, film & video production, black & white
photography, graphic design, sculpture park, dance, music and drama.

| know it will be a great week and the pupils participating will enjoy
many new experiences. A big thank you needs to go out to Max
Williams who organises the whole event. | will try to get some
photographs of the week for the next issue of Comet.

Now the Year 11 pupils have left, and | have to say | am confident of
success for them in their Art GCSE, our attention is turned to the 2010
examinations. With this in mind the new Year 11 group will have an
examination paper to prepare for over the summer. It is our intention to
run a mini mock exam on the pupils’ return in September. They will
have ten hours in controlled conditions, over three weeks, where they
will have to produce a final piece of artwork. Please encourage your
child to prepare themselves and have an idea ready.

Finally, may | just say enjoy the summer holidays; be happy but be sun
safe!

DANCE TOUR 2009

A massive well done to the Dance group: Reuben
Money, Lucy Rawlins, Shannon Clarke, Sally Curley,
Emma Giles, Naomi Lamdin, Caitlin Samsworth, Robyn
Collins, Poppy Vaughan-Winter, Penny Williams, Chloe
Gilbert-Smith, Bonny Herington, Rose Miyonga and Louis
Provis who were once again part of the Youth Dance
Tour organised by DanceFest. Their commitment and
energy is something to be admired. Michelle, who runs
the tour, said ‘it wouldn’t be the same without Fairfield’.

It was a pleasure to take the performers to each of the
three different venues around Herefordshire — Minster,
Kinastone and Whitecross. A. Cornwell / D. Provis

Celebration of 2 FACED DANCE Co. 10*" Birthday
As part of the celebrations we were invited to join a full
day of workshops and then an evening performance to
showease al ﬂ\ W dance work. It was a fantastic
full of ideas,, fuh, challenge:*T group performe
e 'day off superbly.
h runs'every Thursday

» after school. We are Iways ing for new people to
join so why not conte along in Septembér and have a go?

well in the edéning ”\ishe
Fairfield ha regular club

K. Francis

A. Cornwell / D. Provis

ENGLISH

A question for you...

What do Caroline Bird, Gillian Clarke, Imtiaz Dharker and Ben Crystal
all have in common? That’s right, none of them have been round to my
house for tea... however, they have all been here to Fairfield, courtesy of
the Hay Festival outreach programme for schools, to speak to Years 9,
10 and 11.

Caroline Bird is a wacky young poet who, at the tender age of 22, has
won several awards for her poetry already. She entertained us with
poems such as / Have Eaten Your Parrot, which finishes with the line ‘He
tasted of chicken. I'm sorry.’

Both Clarke and Dharker are major poets on the GCSE English
Literature and Language syllabi respectively and to have them chatting
about: their poems, their lives and the FHS alpacas was an amazing
experience. (rather like  getting Picasso .into the  Art department or
Pythagoras into Maths) and one that certainly gave the burdened,
bedraggled Year 11s a much needed boost just days before their exams.

Ben Crystal, .an actor and -expert -on -the simple clues that make
Shakespeare not just. crackable to. a 21" century - audience,  but
mesmerising, worked his' magic with. Macbeth and Year 9. Aided by
RADA worthy performances from Tyrone Roberts and Naomi Lamdin,
Crystal decoded the infamous iambic pentameter and explained quite
why fully-grown, battle-hardened soldiers would quake at the sight of
three little old women.

The school is currently in talks with organisers from the Hay Festival,
planning: even bigger and better events for next year. Watch, as they
say, this space!
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Imtiaz Dharker

Kathryn opkiri; Meg Greenow, Lucy. Rawlins &
Emily Harding déal with & shippery customer!

Ben Crystal
-

I.C.T.

In ICT this term we have been looking at adapting documents using various formatting techniques.
The end task set to pupils was to review a movie, book or game in the style of a magazine report.
Here are some edited highlights of 8 Monnow pupils’ work:
| really like the book ‘Twilight’ because I love vampires and this book is about them. It is also
a very good love story. The author is very good to be able to write this story. | have also
read the next three books and watched the film which is quite good as well. The only bad
thing about it is that sometimes the writing doesn’t make sense. By Erin Stewart
| think this is a very good game. | enjoy playing it and you can play with friends too. I find it
very hard on legendary difficulty but that is good because it lasts longer. | rate this game 4/5
because it is amazing and you can play online with friends on all the different maps and
= you can even talk to them on co-op and against each other. By Jonny Senft

B and ﬁnally in Bonn as part.
of the Summer Festival.
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AUDIO BOOKS AND MUCH MORE!

We now have a wonderful range of audio books in the school
library which can be enjoyed at home or in school. You can
check them outAﬁ" the usual way, elax at lunchtime on a
beanbag, throw on our light padded headphones and
fire up the nd new CD | a book of your choice.
The range will'only keep growing over xuoe but if you have any
audio books you’re fi d with, donations would be greatly
appreciated! s

Not only this, but Elwyn has kindly arranged for a new carpet
to be laid |h. the library ov e holidays. This has given me the
chance to rearrange the la and create a chill-out area for
reading, listening to audio boo enjoying the calm
of the library. Please check it out! e T

Alex Jones and Matthew Franks enjoy ‘Horrible
Histories’ read by Terry Deary himself!

P.E.
Inngs Notouts High score

Alex Richards 3 1 66no. _MiBANS ﬁ~°°f,»ﬂé?f 3 batting averages
Ollie $trong 10 a4 47n.0. ‘w P4 36,85,‘ <— (o Fairfield 2009
Alex Lovell 5 1 42n.o0. ‘Wﬁ 4

' Best 3 bowling averages
Overs Maidens Runs " Wickets ,f' ﬂ e Fails']ﬁe/ o 2 ogOQ
Jake Cleves ] p) 137 FE b _r Je.16

Matt James 31 . 3 127 f f 15 ( F 840 Congratulations to Matt
Dan Elkerton 272 94 Ff 1 9 J] 1044 Jamesand Ollie Strong
. Dorstone Crlchgt Club p'yed a gc:m his year against/Ewyas
ch:old Taverne S. oT team consisted .of . ‘pupils | past / and

, we won by 103 runs!

who have both
represented the County
Under 12 cricket team.

TERM DATES FOR NEXT $SCHOOL YEAR GCSE GEOGRAPHY

Autumn 2009 First day Mon 7th Sept Fieldwork is an integral part of
Half-term Mon 26" — Fri 30" Oct Geography GCSE coursework. |
Last day  Fri 18" Dec have organised a fieldtrip to Hay-

on-Wye for Thursday September

10™ from 10.15am - 12.45 pm; this

period of time is during Year 11

Geography lessons.

Summer 2010  First day Mon 19" Apr There is another fieldtrip for Year
Bank hol Mon 3 May 11 on Thursday September 24™
Half-term Mon 31 May - Fri 4" Jun when they will be visiting Hereford
Last day Tues 20 Jul for the day.

- Pupils will be gathering primary

Please see the Google calendar linked from the data to help them test hypotheses

school website for other events and activities. connected to urban environments.

$pring 2010 First day Mon 4% Jan 2010
Half-term Mon 15" — Fri 18" Feb
Last day Thurs 1* April

put on for him! Thls report was important for the school as we prepare for the future
In September, 86 new pupils will arrive; formerly it has been 70. We will also have three
new buildings, with a fourth to commence early next term, and two new teachers. We will
also be employing Mr. Richards full time; previously he has been working in three schools.
Fairfield is continuing to develop and improve with exciting plans for the curriculum and
for what we can offer to your children. | find it hard to believe that the end of another
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